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MINUTES. 


OF THE 


Sept 9th, 1887. 


Incompliance with Resolution XXXVIL. of the Forty-First Session of 


the fiembers of the Ministerium and lay delegates assembled in St. Thomas’ 


church, Churchtown, Claverack township, Columbia county, N. Y., in the con- 


-gregation under the pastoral care of the Rev, J. Berger. At 3, P. M., the services 
of the sanctuary commenced, Prayer by the President. Sermon by the Rev. 
Edw. from Matth. vil 13, ye in at the 


The Rev. Pessident, Dr. preached the Synodical discourse. 
Text, Jeremiah |. 5: “ Come and let us join ourselves to the Lord in a perpetual 


covenant that shall not be forgotten.” Immediately after the Synodical discourse, 


he ye shall die in your sins.’ In the afternoon, the Rev. F. W. Geissenhainer, 
Jr, delivered a discourse from vi. 10 : “Thy kingdom ‘comes be 
done, in earth as it is im heaven.’’ 


In the morning, divine service was also held in the church, at Millville. “ne <3 


mon by the Rev. J. Eisenlord. Text, 1 Peteriv. 18: scarcely 
- be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear.”” _ 

In the afternoon, the Rev. W. D. Strobel preached in the church at Ghent, 


Synod assembled the church at 90 ‘clock, A. x, for the transaction of 


Prayer by the President. 
On n calling the roll Sacnetary registered the following members present 


Ordained Ministers. 
F. W. Geissenhainer, D. senior, New-York 

‘ W. Geissenhainer, Jr., Treasurer, New-York city. 


LUTHERAN 


Rev. H. N. Pohlman from John viii. 24: * If ye believe not 
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5, Rev, F. G. Mayer, Albany, N.Y. 
G. B. Miller, p. »., Hartwick Seminary, N. Y. 
J. Berger, a. m., Claverack, N. Y. 
\ RW, D. Strobel, New-York city. 
9 “ Smith, Boston, Mass. 
10. ** (C. A. Smith, Palatine, N. Y. 
(12. W.A. Fetter, Rush,N.Y. 
13. “* John Eisenlord, Saddle River. N. J. _ | 
Licentiates. 
14. Rey. A. T Geissenhainer, New-York city, 
15. J. F. Winkler, Newark, N.J. 
16. “ A. Wetzel, New-London,N.Y. 
17. ** §. Dederick, Williamsburg, U. C. 
E Meyer, Cangjohatie, N.Y. 
| 


1. Jonas Bortle, Churchtown. 

2. Frederick Friedenthal, Albany. 

3. Lewis Smith, New-York city. — | 
4. Frederick Rossman, Ghent and Millville. | 

5. 

6. 


Philip Pultz, (Commissioner) Wurtemburgh. 
Henry Otten, New-York city. — 

7. Roger Williams, New-York city. 

8. Philip Lipps, Newark, N.J. 

= Frederick Cotting, Rhinebeck. 
0. Isaac Greenwich, N.J. 


1. Rev. Mr. Van Wagenen, of the Refermed Dutch Church. 

2. N. W. Goertner, Rhinebeck, 

3. .** Daniel Miller, Greenwich, N. J. 

Thomas Athens, N. 7: 


‘Clerical Members 


1. Rev. P. F. Mayer, p. p., Philadelphia, excused. 

2. *‘* J. W. Starman, Waldoboro, Me., excused. 

3. +‘ F. H. Guenther, Buffalo, N. Y., excused. 
4. Hayanga, Williamsburg, U. C., excused. 4 
5. B. Thuemmel, Clinton, N. Y., exeused: 
6, “ Henry Scheib, Baltimore, Md., excused. 
7% Wm. Veil, North-Boston, N, excused. 


I. Resolved, That the Rev. N. W. enienntia received as a member of i 

= isterlum, in. the same standing which he held in the Maryland Synod... 
I. Resolved, That the congregation of St. nae Greenwich, N. Jy ber re- 
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 ebived as a constituent part of this Synod, and that their delegate be entitled to’ 

t. 

; lL. Resolved, That the Rev. Daniel Miller be received asa member" of this 

‘Ministeraim, in the same standing which he held in the Maryland Synod. 
~The President then read a report of the business renmerted by him during the 

recess. Accepted and laid on the table, 

"The Synod next proceeded to the election of officers for the ensuing three years. — 

Rev. F. G. Mayer and ‘W. D. Strobel, and lay delegate Lewis Smith were ba 

pointed tellers. The followmg | is the result of the election : ts i 


Rev. A. W AcKERHAGEN, D. D., President. 
A. Smrtn, Secretary. 
= F. W. Gerssennarner, Jr., Treasurer. 


The Minutes of the last Synod were unanimously adopted. a gat 
Rey. H. N. Pohlman presented 23 copies of the Minutes of West-Pennsylva- : -* 
nia Synod. Rev. W. D. Strobel presented one copy of the Minutes of the Ge- - 
neral Synod, together with several copies of the Minutes of the Maryland Synod. 
Rev. F. W. Geissenhainer, Jr. presented several copies of the Minutes of the Sy- 
nod of South Carolina. Rev. J. perger 12 copies of the Minutes 
the Hartwick Synod. 
W. D. Strobel gaveliiitice that he intended to introduce a Resolution ex- 
planatory of the 11th paragr aph of the 4th chapter of the Constitution. 


‘The parochial reports were then handed in, See the following table. 


| | 
i < 
my 
‘ 
j 
a 
* 
¢ Ws 
eg 
| 
og 
| 
¥ 
8) 
; 
“a 
< 
3 
4 
i 
44 
at 
4 
< 
4q 
4 
a 
a 
€ 
4 
2 
i 
& 
‘ 
* 
| 


i 
i 
a 
‘ 
da 
- 
q 
a 
% 
a 
a 
7 
; 
4 
4 
; 
% 
‘ 
te 
‘4 
4 
a 
ty 
». 4 
* 
| 
yes 
x 
; 
a 
} 
a 
3 
4 
x 
& 
¥ 
¥ 
i 
; 
; 4 
| 


. 


"Miscellaneous Remarks. 


Rev. Geissenhainer, Jr. remarks : From New-year 1837 until May last, 1 offi- 
ciated in Br. Lewis Smith’s church, in the German language, in the morning. It _ 
pleased the Lord to interrupt his useful labors by sickness, about the time of the 
‘tail date, and to take him from this land of sorrow and suffering on 6th‘ April, 
1837. In this talented and promising. young brother, we have lost a devoted fel- . 


low-laborer in the vineyard of the Lord. During his last illness, I officiated for 


- him, and administered the sacrament to more than 350 persons. 


A school is connected with St. Matthew’s church, numbering between s0 soil 
90 scholars, where the German and English languages are tanght by two teachers, 
_ and needle-work by a lady. Y- Particular attention is also ree religious instruc- 


tion. 
Rev. H. N. Pohimes:: that there Tract society in 


‘connection with | a monthly distribation of ‘Tracts a sity, and : 


weekly meetings for prayer. 


Rev. Mr. Starman mentions, that a very state of exists in his 


place; the fruits of which have been enjoyed by his congregation. _ 
Rev. Mr. Berger reports, that candidate Reuben Dederick has been tines 
with him for some time in the pastoral care of the church at Millville. — 


come seriously dispesed, and have taken, it is hoped, a decided stand on the side 


of the Lord. Some of these individuals are attending the course of catechetical 


instruction, 'There are, within the bounds of the congregations, four Sunday 
_ Schools, as reported, all in a flourishing condition, and having an average attend- 
_ ance of about 40 teachers and 180 scholars. In these schools, parents feel a.great 


and increasing interest. About eighty dollars have been subseribed for missiona- — 
erance society has 
been established at Palatine, on the principle of total abstinence, and re ae 


ry purposes, though a part still remains to be paid, A te 


about 100 members. It has done good. “The same pledge bas been-eireu ate 


Stone Arabia with some degree of success, though a society, based thin . 
_ pledge, has not yet been organized. In the congregation of the latter place the 
monthly concert is observed, and semi-weekly prayer meetings are also held. & 


There appears to be an ‘increasing interest in the cause of Foreign Missions, and 
should the Synod adopt any resolutions in favor of this cause, I am persuaded that 


2 Oe would be cheerfully responded to by the congregations under my charge. ~~ a 
Rey. Wetzel Teports, that he has attended regularly to three preaching: — Bre 


to the near and in a Conrad set- 


There two other inlined which I visited every fourth last suminer : 


the German settlement at Constableville, and that near Boonville. The congre — 


gation at Verona has raised $400, besides the timber, towards building a church. 
Rev. E. Meyer informs us, that like pak: of the congregations composed of 
| _ German emigrants, that at Canajol 3 


~ Adequate support to a minister. 


“Rev, N. W. Goortner remarks, that he has but recently taken charge retwat 


ko: Although the number of confirmations reported i is 
efegations is such as to induce the belief, that they have 
y gee enjoyed the means of grace in vain. Several, during thé. past year, have be- 


- ~ Of the scartity of labor, many Sire moved of and the remnant cannot give an 
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at Rhinebeck, and has no report to hand in 
the present meeting of oe 


The Treasurer presented his and the Rev. F. G. I. Suith, 
and Mr. Roger Williams were appointed an auditing committee. 
The following committee was appointed to examine and rport on the Minutes 
of the different Synods: Rev. J. Berger, H. N. Pohlman, and Dr. G. B. Miller. 
Contributions for Missionary, and were then 
received by the Treasurer, — 


‘CONTRIBUTIONS. 


“CONTRIBUTORS. Synodiea | Wid. Fan 


Dr. F. code see | 6 00 4 
| Ebenezer Church, Albany, .........| 1260] 1250] 500 | 

United Ger. Luth. Churches, N. Y. city) 3t 89 |......+.] 5 00 

Dr. G. B. Miller,.....0. 50 00 eee 4 
New-Germantown & German Valley,| 60 00 
| Churchtown, Ghent and Millville,....) 50 00 |......../ 500 | 
| Rev. H. Ha 3 00 
St. James’ hurch, New- York city,+*) 50 00 j.... 
Rev. W. D. Strobel, So sere 3 00 

Palatine and Stone Arabia, 40 00 5 00 
Rev. A. Smith,..... see | 3 

| Spruce-Run, New-Jersey, ......+.-. 46 


| Rev. H. Scheib,....e- 25 5 00 | 
Rhinebeck, . OO 200 | 


Rev. Henry I. Smith, 10 00 cece eee 3.00 
St. Matthew’s Church, Philadelphia, . 25 00 


The report of the. committee appointed under Resolution XXII. of the last ay: 
was then read : 
committee appointed under XXIII. of last Synod, beg leave to 
report, that in accordance with instructions, a letter was addressed to the Hart- 
wick Synod, which was referred to the Missionary committee. Afterwards an- 
other letter was addressed to * chairman of that committee, the answer to 
__-which is appended to-this report: As yet they have not been able to effect the 
ect for which were appointed and would beg leave to be discharged, 


WM. D. Ch'n. 
Report accepted, and the committee discharged. 


the Committee On Hart ck Sem 


examination, and meeting of th Trustees of that institution, ‘The 
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of students during the year.was not large; still they evinced the happy results 
which have attended the efforts of Dr. Miller and his assistant, ‘The exhibition, 
in which a number of young men took part, was highly creditable to themselves 
and to the institution. We succeeded in securing the appointment of .a commit- 
tee to take into consideration the state and prospects of the Seminary ; from the 
efforts of which, we expect much. The board profess to be ready to do every 
thing, if they can secure the co-operation of the Synods,... Reserving. to our- 
‘selves the of communicating many facta, we. res- 
bey WM. Dd. STROBE Ch’n. 


SMITH. 


to meet on Tomdey morning, at 9 o'elock.. by the 


‘At the congregation assembled for “Ser 


The Synod assembled at 9 ‘clock, according to adjo 
Rev. H.N. Pohlman. | 


The Rev. H. 1. Sith the repr of th commie on the Treas 


report, that they have found them correct : that there is a balance of $6.07} belong- 
™ ing to the Synodical Fund, in the Treasurer's hands: that from the Missionary Fund 
m™ there is due to the Treasurer, $5.77 : that the receipts and expenses of the Edu- 
= cation Fund are equal : that there are $31.84 of the Widow's Fund inthe Trea- 
= sury: that of Streit’s legacy the Treasurer received at one time $400, and interest 
m= on the same for one year and ten months, at 4 per cent, $29.33; expended ofthis _ 
sum, by order of the President, $33.49}, which leaves a balance in the, treasury 
of $395.83. ‘The committee deem it important that the congregations interested 
in this legacy be requested to say whether they are willing that ithe above sum.be 
paid inte the Widow’s Fund ; 
ROGER WILLIAMS, Chairman. 
HENRY I... SMITH, Secretary. 


FREDERICK 


The Rev. H. N, Pohlman presented the report of the committee on Minutes. 
_ Your committee appointed to examine the Minutes of the different Synods 
would respectfully report: 
That ona careful examination of the follow ing Minutes, viz. r -West-Pennsyl- 
ti, South Carolina and adjacent States, and the’ Synod of thi 


ick; the Eastern District of the Synod 
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West;-sthey havé-been much gratified to find ovidenees of suecessfal ‘and ineres 
sing exertions to promote the cause of godliness, and of a flourishing condition of 
the several Synods. ‘The following items more immediately concern this body; 


‘The Maryland Synod appointed the Rev. C. F. Schaeffer delegate to this Synod, 


"The Hartwick Synod; besides acknowledging the receipt of 10 copies of our Mi. 


‘nutes, authorized their Missionary committee to hold any commutiications with 


the New-York Synod ‘committee which may be deemed necessary for advancing 
the general interests of the church. In the Minutes:of the South Carolina Synod 
the receipt of the y wat of our Synod is mentioned. ‘The committee find upon 
an examination of the ings of the Ninth General Synod, that our dele. 
_ gates, the Rev. ba Pohlman, Rev. William D. Strobel, and P. W. Engs, 
Esq., were received by that body with the utmost cordiality and kindness, as 8 ap- 
‘peare by the following resolution, unanimously adopted by the brethren. | 
Resolved, That we hail with peculiar gratification our brethren of the New. 
4 York Synod as delegates to the General Synod, and hope that the, good example 
of that reverend body, will soon be imitated by all the district Synods of our 
_ charch i in the United States, who are as yet not connected with this body... 


‘There was little business transacted of special interest to the Ministerium, but Jim 


‘we cannot forbear to express our gratification at the formation, with the appro- 


bation of the General Synod, of a Foreign Missionary Society, and hope the time — - 


heard and obeyed Pevery creature,” 

BERGER) 

“HENRY N. POHLMAN, 


Geissenhainer stated that he had received thd 


VE Resotoed, "Phat the Rev. W. D. Strobel ated the net of 
as a delegate from this body. ©" 


‘committee on the fund. for disabled lergyme -repert, tha the net pro 
ede of elo of Hy Bosks sine let Synod, amounts $2238 
"The following is the‘amount of funds accumulated? 


‘Note of Henry Ludwig;........ ees 97 92 


“it is also due this fund a large amount of money fra the SYnodival 


VII. Resolved, "That this report beaceepted, 

VIEL. Resolved, ‘That a committee be appointed to devise, 
~~ the Synod, ways and me 
Clergymen, 


woe 


The Rev. W. D. Strobel handed in the report of the committee on the We 


to the debt of the the find for disable 
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Rey. W. D. Strobel. invited the attention of Synod.to the report on Hartwick, 

Seminary. The necessity of the establishment of a boarding house, under 

;mmediate supervision of one of the Profgssors, was particularly, alladed, to... 
IX. Resolved, That a conymittee of conference be appointed by this rh pa 


act the by the board of Trustees of Semi- 


éohaideration.of the-President'’s Report, was‘called. for. 
‘The two following rsolations, offered bythe Rev. HN Poblman, were unani 


meet in districts as often as convenient, re 
bounds, for mutual edification and preaching. wit . 


XI. Resolved, the sisting site af’ 


| dae the State of New-Jersey, be considered one conference district; the 


shall be to investigate as 


A 


rous relinguishment of their claims upon the Streit legacy... .. 


brethren residing on the North River, a second; and the beothen at. she, Mer 
the third conference district. tivaate adi is 


the congregation st that 
tions at New-Germantown, Albany, Palatine, and Stone Arabia, for their gene- a 


a committee. 


The, following: resoluti offered by the Rex. H. Saath mou 
adopted. 


XV. Resolved, That we learn, t, the of 
ther, Lewis Smith, of New-York : "that we cordially sympathize with the be-— 


 reaved family, who mourn his early loss, and with the congregation to whom he _ 
had become endeared by his faithful labors, h his affectionate Bis 


and consistent Christian deportment. 
XVI. Resolved, ‘That the President’s Report be 4 
“At this stage of the proceedings, Mr. Frederick Cotting invited the Syriod O 


hold its next annual meeting in St. Peter’s Church, Rhinebeck. A similar invi- 
tation was presented by the Rev. Dr. Miller, on behalf’ of the : 


Hartwick Seminary. Whereupon itwas Mint 
XVII. Resolved, That the next annual meeting of this Syke weed ie 


Petet’s church, Rhinebeck, under the pastoral eare of the Rev. N- Goertner, 
on the 2nd Saturday of September, 1838. 


The following resolution, offered by the Rev. W. D, Strobel," was 
“XWHIL. ‘Resolved, ‘That paragraph 11 of the 4th article of the Constitition’beso 
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x als as to character and clerical standing, and if no objection be made and sustain- 


be laid on the table (for which he shall receive a certificate from the Secretary) 

till the next meeting of Synod, to afford the President an opportunity of obtain- 
ing official information from his former place of residence, as to his-moral cha- 
acter and standing. If this prove satisfactory, he may then be received into the 
_ Ministerium, a majority of the ordained ministers pragent voting in favor of his ad. 
mission: provided, however, that nothing in this resolution be made applicable 
X to young men who may come from Europe at the request of this body. An ap- 
_ plicant from another Synod in the United States shall preserit similar testimoni- 


ed by two-thirds present, he shall be received into the same standing occupied in 
the Synod to which he formerly belonged; but a ey of petearenestie minis- 
ters may demand a personal examination. — : 

Synod adjourned until half past 2 o'clock this afternoon, ‘Prayer by the Rev, 
Dr. ‘Millec. 


carding to Prayer by to Rev. Ww. D. Strobel. 
~ On motion, the following resolutions were adopted : 
XIX. Resolved, That the standing committee on the Widow's Fund sve” 
“XX. Resolved, That $15 be appropriated from the Missionary to the iy eee 
‘vat Fund, for misionary reports paid for out of the Intter fond. 
XXI. Resolved, That 500 copies of the Minutes be printed. sailed _ 
Resolved, That the President return the thanks of the Synod tothe con- 
gregation of Churchtown for their kind attention and hospitality. — " 
Rev. N. W. Goertner was appointed a member of the committee on Hartwick [im 
Seminary in place of Rev. W. J. Eyer. 
ed a member of the Missionary Board in the place of Rev. W. J. Eyer. | 
‘On motion of Rev. J. Berger, seconded by Rev. F.G. Mayer, = = | 
XXIII. Resolved, That we highly approve of the LurHeRaNn Putprr, and 
CaTECHUMEN’s published by the Rev. C. A: Smith, ‘and recommend. 
them to the attention of our people. sy 
“The Synod now took a recess of 15 minutes to again at 4 o'clock, for the 


At this wating. ae the reading of the Missionary Report, addresses were 
delivered by the Rev. W. D. Strobel, D. Miller, F. W. Geissenhainer Jr. and» 
_ HLN, Pohlman. After the addresses a collection was taken up, when those pre- 
sent. manifested their interest in the cause, by contributing. liberally to its pro-. 
motion. | 
Raed, That one of the members ofthe Ministerim be 
/ to preach a missionary sermon at its next annual meeting. - = 
\. The Secretary was appointed. Rev. H. N. Pohlman alternate,” 
XXV.. Resolved, That a member of this Ministerium be appointed to 
on the subject of Sunday schools at the next annual meeting of Synod. 
Rey. J. Berger was ‘appointed. Rev. Ww. D. Strobel . 
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Monday Sept. 11th, 0 ‘lide 
The Rev. President read a viatition from the congregation of the city of New- 
ark, praying for the ordination of their pastor, the Rey. J. F. Winkler.| 
Two petitions from the congregations of Williamsburg. and Osnabruck, U. C. . 
were presented by the Rev, H. N. Pohlman, Tequesting he ordination, of their 
pastor, the Rev, 8. Dederick. 
‘The Rev. H..N, Pohlman also presented : a petition from St. James’ chareh,” 
Greenwich township, Warren county, N. 4, praying for the ordination of thei g 
, the Rev. D. Miller, 
“The Rev. W. Geissenhainer, Jr. the name of the Rev.N. W. 
with reference to his ordination. 
I. Resolved, he, the Rev. Messrs. Dederick and Mille, be admitted to a col- 
loquium. 
“TL, Resolved, That the Rev. Messrs. Goertner and Winkler be adiuitted to the 
rite of ordination on Wednesday morning next. _. 26 
 Ministeriu m adjourned to assemble in colloquium with the Rev. Messrs. Ded- , 
erick and Miller, to-morrow morning at 8 o'clock. 


-Acalloguium was hel in Ministeriam with the Rey 8. Dederick and D. Mil. 
ler, according to resolution of yesterday. ¥ 
Rev. J. Berger proposed the Rev. Reuben Dederick, Tiengd by the Presidat 
Mr. C. F. T. Solden was proposed for examination. 
_ Committee of examination, Rey. F. W. Geissenhainer, B. 
W. D. Strobel and F.G. Mayer. ate. 
_ JEL, Resolved, That the Rev. Simeon Dederick and Daniel Miller, be on ined 
The following report wasread: 
candidates, Augustus Geissenhainer, Edward Meyer, and Andrew Wetzel, re- 
spectfully report that they have discharged their duty with much satisfaction; 
that the manuscripts of the aforesaid young gentlemen give gratifying evidence 
of their zealous and useful activity, and of great engagedness in the cause of our 
licenses be renewed. j§= (Signed) HENRY 1. SMITH, 
_F. W. GEISSENHAINER Jew 
That the licenses of the Rev. A. T. Geissenhainer, E. Meyer, 
And. Wetzel and Wm. Veil be renewed. 
Ministeriam adjourned to meet again to-morrow morning at half past 8 


Wednesday Morning, half past8 o'clock. 
<i by the Rev. F. W. Geissenhainer Jr. 


~ The Rev. Dr. Geissenhainer, from the committee of examinatio’! reported, that 
\ they had examined the candidates, Reuben Dederick and Charles T., Solden, and 


with their attainments ; 
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ceive full ‘Helais, and Mr. Solden to We received as a licentiate on orobation, to 
labor under the direction of the executive committee of the Missionary Board. 


i ——-/_ V., Resoloed, That this report be accepted and adopted, and that the candidates 


be | 


a, 


blicly licensed this morning. 
Resolved, That Ministerium, collectively and individually, do repel 


the charge of having had any connection with the difficulties that arisen 


the German Reformed Church in the city of New-York. ’ 
“VII. Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to prepare a statement 

of the facts, so far as is necessary to substantiate this resolution, to be — 

over their own signatures, and laid before the Christian community. — 


The Rev. Dr. Wackerhagen, W. D. Strobel and H. N, Pobiman, constitute 
Resolved, That XI. of the Ast st session of this Ministerium 
continue in force during the present year. 
IX. BR That the Rev. H. N. Poblman and R. Collier, ‘be Wdbinihittee - 
to instal the Rev. Dz Miller i in his at Greenwich, on 
MinisRrium adjourned. Prayer by the Rev. President. 


Licensure and Ordination: 


At half past 10 o'clock’ the exercises of public worship commenced. The or- 
dination sermon was preached by the Rev. George B. Miller, rahe re 
cants for licensure were addressed by the Rev. H. N. Pohiman. 


The candidates for ordination then received a charge from the Peddie, iil 


the to the congregation, for their kindness and “The solémni> 


ties ‘were closed with the usual benediction. — 


I certify that the foregoing is a true and faithful account Sd the semaaolinan 
| the forty-second Synod of the Evangelical Ministerium of 
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Bueres holy and merciful providence of God, which in former’ periods has ruled and 


watched over us, has been. vouchsafed to us again in the Synodical year, which with our % se 


meeting has run to ifs close. Once more it has been granted ts to assemble ‘as 
: sds be beatiiren, as fellow-laborers in the gospel field of our Lord Jesus Christ; once , 
more we are enabled to exchange experiences, counsels and friendship. When we cast + 
retrospeetive Took over the. past year, we find various causes of gratulation and joy ih ee 


‘the condition of that portion of the Redeemer’s kingdom, in which to each of us his == a 4 


ost of duty and labor is assigned. The borders of our part of the Christian church sre © 
visibly expanding —congregations are increasing—members are added—the labore of gos- 


pel preac efs among Us are more sought after—and additional Jaborers fre heeded in : ae 


various sections of our bounds. In proof: of this it gives me great satisfaction to state, 
that Bibles, Hy:pn books, and the elementary books of religious knowledge, are in ton- - 
tantly increasing demand, Our missionary exertions, to bring the gospel sound within 


_ the hearing of the destitute, notwithstanding the pecuniary embarrassments of the present _ : 


time, have not been destitute of happy results. In short, the Lord has been with us, and 

™ done great things among us, whereof we have reason to be glad, and whence we may 

™ draw the encouraging hope, that he will never leave us—never forsake us; provided we | 
| be faithful to him. But, beloved brethren, if the Lord has exalted tig, and made us to 


humbled us, and mace us to.experience bereavement and grief. In léokiig around me 
jn this assembly, I behold a vacancy ; a link of our brother ehain is missing—it is cut out 
from among us. But we bow down and adore the hand, which has severéd the chain, 
which has taken from us—no doubt for wise and good yl geet beloved and lament- 
ed young brother, Lewis Smith, Paster of the German Reformed Church in the city of 
New-York. After a painful and lingering disease, the young servant of the Lord, at the 
age of 24 years, and on the 6th of April last, exchanged this imperfect time for, we fully — 
trust, a blissful eternity—deeply lamented by his family, his congregation, and all who 

knew him. This is the only diminution by death, which in the overruling providence 
_of God, our Ministerium, as such, has expérienced jin the past Synodical year.- We re- 

joice, that our revered senior, the Rev. Dr. Geissenhainer, is still one of our number. | 
although a severe and long continued illness has kept him confined through a great part 

of the year, Among some others of our members and ‘their respective congregations, — 

eonsiderable changes have taken place, as will appear to you from the statemeats of if: 
dividual events, to whieh I now descend. 


_ 1, On Wednesday, Sist of November, 1836, I repaired, upon the kind invitation of — 

~ Br. Berger, to Churchtown, Columbia county, to assist in the consecration of the new 
_ house of Worship, erected in that place at considerable expence during the prececding 
summer season. It afforded mie the highest gratification, to meet there on that solemn 
_ occasion, seven brethren of our church. The meeting and the various solemnities and 

m religious exercises, which took place on the occasion, were of a particularly impressive - 

«and edifying character, interesting to the uncommonly crowded audientes, 

= which attended at the different religious services, which the oceasion rendered necessary. 


m The consecratory service took place in the forenoon. The afternoon service was ren-— 
= dered highly solemn by the ordinance of baptism being administered to several adult per- 

sons, partly in advanced age, and’ by the interesting rite of confirmation, for which a | 
considerable number had been previously prepared.’ In the evening most of the brethren | 
_ present met as the Executive committee of our missionary board. «| 


| order to assist at the celebration of the solemn memorial of the death of our Lord ; for 


rejoice, we cannot, we will not deny, that in his inscrutable* providence he has also = + 


| Which, suitable preparations had previously been made. On this occasion again several 
~ edalts presented themselves for baptism and cogfirmation ; after which, in the due cOurse 
of the religious exercises, the Lord’s supper ‘was administered to an unexpected! large | 
number of communicants, all of whom, seemed to be ‘‘ with pious zeal attending ;’” 
eager for a spiritual enjoyment, of which the congregation had, embbeames ef been de- 
barred during the period in which their church was in progress. It was gratifying to see 


‘Christians of other denominations, join with the sacred throng in appr coaching the table 


of our common 
~_, During the two days of those solemnitied, the spirit of trae teligion seemed to be 
| ene among the people; and it is devoutly hoped, that the foundation for a religious re- 

ival throughout the neighborliood has been laid, én 

God to build through all succeeding generations! I have no doubt,dput the occurrences 


wy, 


On the sucoseding day, the congregation again flocked eagerly te their new feimple, 


n which} may it pleasé the Lord our °F 
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ers I learnt in the mont of ed- 7 


4 @ ~%, In accordance to Resolution xxv11. of last Synod, I have w¥itten to the pastors 
Church councils of all those congregations, which were established in°1742, and thé 
may be entitled to share in the annual proceé@ds of the Streit legacy.. Their answers amu 

_ intentions on. that subject will, in due course of business, come before this Synod, 79 

8 A letter, lately received from our Br. Statman, I cannot but, recommend to the Sem 

cial notice of this body; it claims also the attention of the Missionary Board. | (9m 

In conformity to Resolution xxx. of last-Synod, the required number of 

our amended Ministerial Constitution has been printed in the course of the last winteh @ 

_ 10. Very lately the Rey. Mr. Eyer of Wurtemburg, has informed me, that he_has sm 

cepted of, and in the course of the present month, intends to enter upon a call fromas 
Lutheran congregation at Bloomsburg, Columbia county, and State of Pennsylvamima 

, . . Thus a vacancy will be occasioned, which, however, I hope will soon be filled. 77 
* beloved brethren, are the principal étcurrences which have come to my knows 
ledge in the course of the past Synodical year, and which I have deemed worthy of youm 
 Rotice, and, since with the elose of this Report, "the close of my triennial office also Ria 

arrived, I lay down the charge into the frifhdly hands, which undeservedly have intrushed 

meé with it, grateful for the good will and confidence, which during its term 1 have ees 
 perienced from you, my beloved brethren, hoping and praying, that another of 
shoulders and more vigorous hands, may-recciye it. ‘The cloak of charity and friendsiiie 
trust, will cover the imperfections, the errors or negligences, of which I may have 
"And now may thespirit of God and of his Son Jesus Christ, fill your hearts, and infld: 
eucge your deliberations in such a manner, that your words no Jess than your actions, 
Fesult in mutual edificatihn, and eneouragement,—be profitable to the cause of 
Za and undefiled peligion, _and finally redound to the glory of our heavenly Fathiam 
through Jesus Christ, our great Redeemer and Mediator. Amen.  * 
Sept. 11th, 1837. AUGS. WACKERHAGENSS 
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OL those happy days, Will redound to te glory of our God and of his CMpist, and 
— not to leave a deep and -Jasting impression on the minds of all, who with pious he 
From Churchtown, Br. Pohlman, a3 Chairman of the Zxecutive Committee of thee 
Board if with a previous invitation, proceeded to Rhinebeck, ig | 
order ‘preach thére on the sdcceeding Lord’aday. Our brothe-’s in that plage 
=D resulted. in the happiest consequences, Thé. congregation of Rhinebeck, who {op 
2 some time had been without 3 vat 2 received Br. Goeriner through the mediation of the! 
=. = » Executive Committés of our Missionary Board, and engaged his regular services through. 
the winter season. During that period of Mis labors, the Rev. Mr. Goertner*enjoyed. 
+ ie, the great happiness of seeing Christian harmony and brotherly unanimity restgred through. 
out that large and respectable Consequence of which, is a regular eal} 
. 7 for a certain number of years, which the eongregation vave, and upon whieh Br. Goer 
ner entered in the spring of the present year® 
ce. ~ 3 On 7th January, Mr. Reuben Dederick, formerly a student at Hartwick Seminary, 
and since Principal of the Academy at Claverack, applied tu: me for examinatibo afd fe 
censure. My personal acquaintance with Mr. Dederick, the most favorable recommen: 
2 dations from his former Professor, the Rev. Dg. G. B, Miller, and the result’Of the ex 
2 mination, induced me to grant the desired temporal license, which.Mr. Dederick will lay 
4. deeply regret that.I have to state to-you, that uncontrollable citeumstances rendem 
edit hpossible for me to repair to in the month of May, and 
2 - to attend the meeting of the General Synod: “Lam confident, however, that the in fest 
‘fa which this Ministerium may have in that Synod, has rather gained by the presence therm 
+h tion, and in eonformity.to: the express desite of the congregation at Rhinebeck, and@ 
their pastol, the Rev. Mr. Goeftner, the solemn installation of the latter 
new office, and aided him in the celébration.of the Lord’s supper with his congregatian, 
2 Ss at which solemnities the Rev. Mr. Eyer ussigfeg. 1 am happy in saying that the religia 
services on the occasion were highly edifyincand refreshing to’ the congregation. 
234 From public Pap 
aa erick had accepted o 
7 ie til then under the pastoral care of the Rev. ah Hayunga, whose impaired health hat 
for some time rendered it advisable ‘for him To retire from the Jaboriots duties 
Fa station. -This information was confirmed to mea short time afterwards by direct letien 
from the Rev. Herman Hayunga. 


